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1 )I3 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 03 January 2007 and 24 January 2007 . 
2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fonmal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 . 453 O.G. 213. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 1 7(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on January 03, 2007 has been entered. 

2. In Applicant's Amendment filed on January 03, 2007, claims 1-45 are pending in the 
application, claims 1, 5, 16, 20, 31 and 35 are independent claims, and claims 1, 5, 31 and 35 are 
amended. This Office Action is Non-Final. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 



The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 
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3. Claims 1-30 and 31-45 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Burge et al. (Hereinafter "Burge") US Patent No. 6,014,638 in view of Leisten et al. (Hereinafter 
"Leisten") US Patent No. 6,023,702. 

As to claim 1 , Burge teaches the invention substantially as claimed, comprising: 

receiving an identification of a first customer [user ID, col. 4, lines 20-23]; 

identifying one or more applications stored in the compute system accessible to the first 
customer [products and services relating to specific products and services fi-om a particular 
merchant's site, col. 3, lines 66 to col. 4, lines 17]; 

receiving a selection of a first application fi*om the one or more applications to execute 
[the shopper's selection is conmiunicated back to the electronic shopping manager, col. 4, lines 
38-45]; 

identifying one or more rules applicable to the application [must establish an account 
with on-line service and have a password for accessing the service, col. 4, line 17-22; col. 8, lines 
10-20]; 

executing in the computer system one or more generic tasks stored in a first area 
accessible to all customers [display general topics, categories to shoppers, col. 3, lines 65 to col. 

4, lines 17]; 

executing in the computer system at least one customized task according to the identified 
one or more rules [operations to accomplish a customized task must follow two principle phases, 
col. 5, lines 51 to col. 6, lines 25], the at least one customized task being stored in a second area 
accessible only to the first customer [customized according to the user's preferences stored in the 
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User Profile Database so it may be presented to the user, col. 7, lines 38-49; col. 8, lines 21-60] 
wherein the at least one customized task is different from any generic task and generated 
according to information provided by the first customer [col. 8, lines 49 to col. 9, lines 53]. 

However, Burge does not explicitly teach the rules' determining which tasks of the first 
appHcation are to be performed, the sequence in which the tasks are performed, and what data is 
used in performing the tasks, each task implementing a modularized set of actions that provide 
functionality to the appHcation although it has the same functionality for customizing content for 
users [Burge, ab]. Leisten teaches the rules determining which tasks of the first application are to 
be performed enforcing the rules for the specific role, ab], the sequence in which the tasks are 
performed [rules of sequencing activities, col. 2, lines 51-62; top to bottom rules, col. 12, lines 
31 to col. 13, lines 15], and what data is used in performing the tasks [the partition of a stage 
within the domain with consistent and checked attributes, col. 15, lines 12-34; fig. 2-9C], each 
task implementing a modularized set of actions that provide fiinctionality to the application [col. 
15, lines 50 to col. 16, lines 14; fig. 2-9C]. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the Data Processing art 
at the time of the invention to add the feature of Leisten to the system of Burge as an essential 
means to enforce the rules for the specific role, thereby, reduce costs and increase product 
quality. 

As to claim 2, Burge and Leisten teach the invention substantially as claimed. Burge 
further teaches receiving an identification of a second customer different fi"om the first customer 
[inherent in the system because each customer has his own id and password, col. 4, line 17-22]; 
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identifying one or more applications accessible to the second customer [col. 8, lines 61 to col. 9, 
lines 53]; receiving a selection of a second applications accessible to the second application from 
the one or more customer to execute [col. 9, lines 26-53]; executing one or more generic tasks 
stored in the first area accessible to all customers according to the identified one or more rules 
applicable to the second application and, the at least one customized task being stored in a third 
area accessible only to the second customer [col. 9, lines 26 to col. 10, lines 13]. 

As to claim 3, Burge and Leisten teach the invention substantially as claimed. Burge 
further teaches that at least one of the generic tasks executed for the first application is executed 
for the second apphcation [col. 9, lines 26 to col. 10, lines 13]. 

As to claim 4, Burge and Leisten teach the invention substantially as claimed. Burge 
further teaches that at least one of the rules applicable to the first application is applicable to the 
second application [establishing an account with on-line service and having a password for 
accessing the service must be applied for all shoppers, col. 4, line 17-22]. 

As to claim 5, Burge and Leisten teach the invention substantially as claimed. Burge 
further teaches receiving a request to modify the first generic application into a first custom 
application, generating at least one customized task based upon the received request, and 
modifying at least one of the one or more identified rules to incorporate the at least one 
customized task into the first custom application, the first custom application including at least 
one of the one or more generic tasks included in the first generic application [col. 8, lines 2-60]. 
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As to claim 6, Burge and Leisten teach the invention substantially as claimed. Burge 
further teaches that the request includes details about tasks to include in the first custom 
application, and the at least one customized task is generated according to the details [col. 8, 
lines 21-60]. 

As to claim 7, Burge and Leisten teach the invention substantially as claimed. Burge 
further teaches that the generating the at least one customized task includes modifying at least 
one of the one or more generic tasks to generate the at least one customized task [col. 8, lines 21- 
60]. 

As to claim 8, Burge and Leisten teach the invention substantially as claimed. Burge 
further teaches that the at least one customized task is a new task different from the identified 
one or more generic tasks [col. 10, lines 55-67]. 

As to claim 10, Burge and Leisten teach the invention substantially as claimed. Burge 
further teaches that storing the at least on customized task of the first custom application in a 
location in memory that is only accessible to the first customer [customized display of seven 
options for the second shopper, col. 9, lines 45 to col. 10, lines 13]. 

As to claim 13, Burge and Leisten teach the invention substantially as claimed. Burge 
further teaches storing the at least on customized task of the second custom application in a 
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location in memory that is only accessible to the second customer [customized display of three 
options for the second shopper, col. 9, lines 45 to col. 10, lines 13]. 

As to claim 14, Burge and Leisten teach the invention substantially as claimed. Burge 
further teaches that the first and second generic applications are the same [5 different casual 
clothing stores operated by 5 different merchants, col. 8, lines 61-67]. 

As to claim 15, Burge and Leisten teach the invention substantially as claimed. Burge 
further teaches that the first and second generic applications are different [general topics, 
categories, or areas of interests from variety of merchants' sites, col. 4, lines 6-17]. 

As to claims 9, 11, 12, 16-45, all limitations of these claims have been addressed in the 
analysis above, and these claims are rejected on that basis. 

Response to Arguments 

r 

4. Applicant's arguments filed on January 03, 2007Applicanfs arguments have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Applicant argues that Burge does not teach executing a customized task according to the 
identified one or more rules. 

As to this point. Examiner respectfully disagrees. It should be noted that this feature was 
taught by Burge. First, the user must provide to the subscriber a user ID and password for 
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accessing the service. Surge's system allows the shopping environment and experience to be 
customized or tailored for each shopper [see col. 2, lines 64-67]. Secondly, operations to 
accomplish a customized task must follow two principle phases. In the first phase, data regarding 
the shopper's preferences are collected. Following the data collection phase is a display 
customization phase [see col. 5, lines 51 to col. 6, lines 25]. 

Applicant argues that Burge fails to teach that at least one customized task being stored in 
a second area accessible only to the first customer. 

Examiner respectfially disagrees. Burge teaches that his system allows the shopping 
environment and experience to be customized or tailored for each shopper [col. 2, lines 64-67], 
The processes of determining content and content presentation are separated so that the layout of 
the displays is completed independently of content selection [col. 3, lines 45-52]. The general 
display variables are used to determine actual display characteristics for a particular shopper [see 
58-60]. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications fi-om the 
examiner should be directed to Thuy Pardo whose telephone number is 571-272-4082. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thur. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone.are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jeffrey Gaffin can be reached on 571-272-4146. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBG) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

March 02, 2007 
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